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the changed appearance of the country-side as a result of this
organized effort. Where formerly, as in the great stretches be-
tween Pisa and Rome, many miles of derelict heath or marsh
were to be seen, now the country was dotted with new farm
buildings, drained, divided by roads, and often to be seen under
tractor cultivation.

In the marshes north of the Tiber some 20,000 acres were
reclaimed and by 1932 had reached the crop-bearing stage. A
vast drainage scheme had been executed, designed not only to
carry off to the sea land-waters coming off the hills, but includ-
ing a system of low-water canals into which the water from the
low-lying lands is pumped. Maize, oats, barley, and fodder
crops were in 1932 being cultivated on this land, only six years
earlier a marsh where semi-wild buffaloes were the only live
stock. Vines were also to be seen, but still more important the
development of dairy farming, with milk for the supply of Rome
as its chief product. In this area the population in 1925 was
but 50 people; by 1932 it had risen to 4,000 with a prospect
of its being doubled by the time the scheme is complete. This
is but an isolated example of a national effort which affects
the whole country. The cost has been prodigious; what its
ultimate economic result will be, experience must show.

ECONOMIC CHANGES

The War, as has so often happened in the past, brought about
a period of great though transient prosperity for agriculture,
except in the regions of actual military operations. From 1914
to the end of 1919 prices rose rapidly, more rapidly indeed than
in any period for which there are statistical records. In England,
for example, the prices of agricultural produce had risen to a
level more than 200 per cent, above the average of 1911 to
1913. Cost of production, wages, rent, rates, transport, and so
forth had not risen by a like amount, so that, generally speak-
ing, the farmers3 margin of profit very rapidly improved. Dur-
ing the War all European countries shared in this upward
movement of prices, but after peace was established the course
of agricultural prices differed between certain groups of